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Red Door Title's Resource Library 

for Homebuyers
Links to free resources. See also our Professionals' Resource Library for additional links to other sites and useful research tips. In matters of legal or financial importance, please verify any information you find on the internet.
Getting Started:

US Department of Housing http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/topics/buying_a_home provides an in depth guide to the process of buying and financing a home. How much can you afford? What type of loan should you get? Find out here.
Mortgage Calculator Plus explains and helps you calculate various types of mortgages. Explore the other resources available on this website. 
Free Credit Report allows you to verify that all the information on your report is accurate and up to date. This site really is free. It will give you a report but not a credit score. 

Finding your Home:

NNEREN, Zillow and Maine Listings http://www.mainelistings.com/ help you search the MLS for homes, find realtors, loans, sales stats, local information and more.
Telephone directories: 411,  http://www.411.com/, Anywho  http://www.anywho.com/whitepages
Driving directions: MapQuest, Google Maps For an urban close-up, look at the street views on Google Maps.

Weather Forecast http://www.weather.com/
Researching Properties:

Municipal Quick Links to online assessors’ databases, tax maps, GIS tax maps with satellite images, and tax invoices for properties in Maine counties of Cumberland and York and  New Hampshire counties of Belknap, Carroll, Hillsborough, Merrimack, Rockingham and Strafford. 
Registries of Deeds: New Hampshire Counties, Maine Counties
Data Maps: New Hampshire Data Maps, Maine Data Maps, Maine Geolibrary Geoportal Explore the many features of these powerful, in-depth map sites for a wealth of information.
In  New Hampshire Data Maps clicking tools>navigation>go to address will take you to your address. Use the layers to see conservation areas, recreation areas and other items of interest in your prospective location. Activate the orthophotography layer to see the satellite view.
Google Earth for flyover tours. Check out your prospective neighborhood.

New Hampshire Data Maps, Bing Maps or MapQuest may provide better image resolution in satellite images for some rural locations than Google Earth and Google Maps. 

Researching Schools:

U.S. Dept. of Education provides demographic information for all schools, public or private, and libraries nationwide. Compare school sizes, student teacher ratios and more.
Maine Dept. of Education is a great site with links to many resources.

NH Dept. of Education provides local statistics and resources. 
Maine Educational Assessmentshttp://www.maine.gov/education/mea/edmea.htm and New Hampshire Educational Assessments http://reporting.measuredprogress.org/nhprofile/ reports by school and by grade allowing you to compare how different schools in your town perform on the national achievement tests.

Look for the websites maintained by school districts and individual schools on your search engine.
Lastly, ask to visit the schools and talk to parents in your prospective neighborhood. Don't be shy, this is important.

Researching your local area:
Maine Facts and NH Almanac  are great state maintained resources with fun facts and links to all kinds of state information.
See New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration and Maine Revenue Services http://www.maine.gov/revenue/ for frequently asked tax questions and answers.

City-Data Search provides in-depth data and stats by city or town.

Bing Maps for satellite views, maps and local information.

Public Records and Search Systems are directories of free public records databases. For best results, use these sites to find the database site you wish to search. Then narrow your scope by category, ending with the individual name. No need to purchase a search.

Buying and moving to your new home:
Home Closing 101 explains the home closing process, terminology, forms, etc.

Protect your move  https://www.protectyourmove.gov/U.S. Department of Transportation site discusses how to find a reputable mover, understanding moving insurance and contracts and more.

Moving Checklist  http://www.realsimple.com/home-organizing/organizing/moving/moving-checklist-00000000000208/index.html helps you organize and track details for your upcoming move.

Moving Checklist Aps http://www.mymovingreviews.com/move/apps-that-help-you-moving for your smartphone. Free.
Congratulations! Enjoy your new home.
